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Current Position 
 Professor, Physiology and Biophysics 
 University of Colorado, Anschutz Medical Campus 
 12800 E. 19th Ave 
 Aurora, CO 80045 
 Phone: 303-724-4523 
 e-mail: Nathan.Schoppa@ucdenver.edu 

 

Education History 
B.A., Biology, 1987 
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
Ph.D., 1995 
Yale University, New Haven, CT  
Cellular and Molecular Physiology (mentor: Dr. Fred Sigworth) 
 
Postdoctoral training, 1995-2001 
Oregon Health Sciences University, Portland, OR  
Vollum Institute (mentor: Dr. Gary Westbrook) 

 

Academic appointments 
2002  Research Assistant Professor  

Vollum Institute, Oregon Health Sciences University, Portland, OR 
 

2003-2008 Assistant Professor, tenure-track 
Department of Physiology and Biophysics 
University of Colorado School of Medicine (UCSOM), Aurora, CO 
 

2008-2013 Associate Professor, tenured 
Department of Physiology and Biophysics, UCSOM 
 

2013-pr  Professor, tenured 
Department of Physiology and Biophysics, UCSOM 
 

Leadership and Service, National and International 

2003-pr Ad hoc manuscript reviewer for Science, Nature, Nature Communications, 
Nature Neuroscience, Neuron, Cell Reports, eLife, Journal of Neuroscience, 
Journal of Neurophysiology, Learning and Memory, PLoS Biology, Journal of 
Computational Neuroscience, Cerebral Cortex, Chemical Senses, Trends in 
Neuroscience, Journal of Comparative Neurology, Journal of Experimental 
Neurology, Frontiers in Neuroscience, Frontiers in Computational Neuroscience 

2005-2011  NSF Collaborative Research Grants Review Panel, ad hoc reviewer 

2006   NIH, NIGMS Fellowship Review Panel, ad hoc reviewer 
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2007-2011  British Medical Research Council Fellowship Review panel, ad hoc reviewer  

2008-2015  NIH, NIDCD Fellowship Program Review Panel, ad hoc reviewer 

2010-2011  Israel Science Foundation Multi-PI Grant Review Panel, ad hoc reviewer  

2012-2018 NIH Somatosensory and Chemosensory Systems (SCS) Study Section that 
reviews R01 proposals, ad hoc reviewer 

2013-2014  NIH, NIDCD Small Grants (R03, R13) Study Section, ad hoc reviewer  

2014    Wellcome Trust, Sir Henry Dale Fellowship Review Panel, ad hoc reviewer 

2015  Member, Grant Review Panel for NSF Integrative Organismal System Cluster 

2017 NIH Integrative, Functional, and Cognitive Neuroscience (IFCN) Study Section, 
ad hoc reviewer   

2018  NSF, Division of Environmental Biology, ad hoc grant reviewer 

2018-2024 Reviewing Editor, Journal of Physiology 

2019  NIH F03A Fellowship Review panel, ad hoc reviewer 

2020-2021 NIH, NIDCD CDRC Review panel that reviews fellowship applications, ad hoc 
reviewer 

2021 NIH F03A Fellowship Study Section, ad-hoc reviewer 

2021-2022 NIH ZRG1 IFCN-J Special Emphasis Panel for Pain, Chemosensation, and 
Sensory Motor Neurobiology, ad-hoc reviewer 

2023 NIH ZRG1 AN H55 Special Emphasis Panel for Research on Alzheimer's 
Disease and its Related Dementias, ad-hoc reviewer 

2024-pr Chair, NIH Z46 Chemical Senses Fellowship Review panel 

2024  NIH ZNS1 SRB4 Advanced T32 Review panel (for NINDS), ad hoc reviewer 

2024-pr Senior Editor, Journal of Physiology  
 

Leadership and Service, University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 

2004-2006  Chair, Neuroscience Graduate Program (NSP) Retreat Committee 

2008-2012  Chair, NSP Curriculum Committee 

2008-2018  Six Faculty Search Committees, Department of Physiology and Biophysics; 
Chair of four of the Committees 

2009-2014 Chair, Mentoring Committees for three Research Assistant Professors or 
Instructors in Physiology and Biophysics 

2011-pr  Chair, Faculty Promotions Committee, Department of Physiology and 
Biophysics 

2011-2012 Chair, Training Subcommittee for Basic Neuroscience Advanced Training 
Program 

2012-2014 MSTP Admissions Committee 

2012-2020 Member, UCSOM Medical Student Promotions Committee 

2015-pr Member, UCSOM Faculty Affairs Liaison Committee 

2015-2020  Chair, Graduate Training Committee for Neuroscience Program 

2016-pr Vice-Chair, Department of Physiology and Biophysics 

2020-2024 Co-Director, Neuroscience Graduate Program 

2025  Member, UCSOM Rules and Governance Committee 

 
Professional Memberships and Honors 

1986-1987 Phi Beta Kappa, University of Chicago.  
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1986-1987 Barton Scholarship for Excellence in Biological Sciences, University of 
Chicago.  

1988-1990 National Science Foundation fellowship for graduate students. 

1995-pr  Member of Society for Neuroscience 

1996-1999 NIH National Research Service Award fellowship for postdoctoral research. 

2005-pr  Member of Association for Chemoreception Sciences 

 

Didactic Teaching Activities 

UCAMC  

2004-pr Lecturer and discussion leader for Cellular and Molecular Neurobiology course, 
(NRSC 7600); two sessions on Synaptic Integration 

 2005-2016 Lecturer in the Cardiovascular/Pulmonary/Renal course (IDPT 5005) for first-
year medical students; 7-9 lectures/year on pulmonary physiology  

2005-2016 Lecturer in Physiology Course for dental and physical therapy students 

(DSBS 5508 and DPTR 5006); six lectures/year on pulmonary physiology  

2005-2008 Sub-block Co-Director for Medical School Curriculum Committee, Pulmonary 
sub-block of Cardiovascular/Pulmonary/Renal block  

2006-2010 Course Director of Cellular and Molecular Neurobiology course (NRSC 7600)  

2006-2013 Course Director for Advanced Topics in Cell Signaling course (PHSL 7840)  

2010-2013  Lecturer for Neuroscience Course for Bioengineering students (BIOE 5011) 

 2017-pr Lecturer in Nervous System Block for medical students; two lectures/year on 
temperature sensing and pain 

 2018-pr Lecturer and discussion leader for Fundamentals of Neurobiology (NRSC 7610); 
one session on olfaction 

 

International Courses 

 2015   Instructor, Optogenetics Workshop, University of Santiago, Chile  

 

Mentoring Activities at University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 

 Past and current full-time PhD students in lab 

David Gire, Neuroscience Graduate Program (NSP; supported by NRSA F31) 

Ph.D. awarded in 2009 

Tom McTavish, Computational Bioscience Program (supported by NRSA F31) 

 Ph.D. awarded in 2009 (co-advised with Dr. Diego Restrepo) 

Sruthi Pandipati, Medical Scientist Training Program (MSTP; supported by NRSA F30) 

 Ph.D. awarded in 2011 

Jennifer Whitesell, NSP (supported by NRSA F31) 

Ph.D. awarded in 2012 

Joseph Zak, NSP (supported by NRSA F31) 

Ph.D. awarded in 2015 

Shelly Jones, NSP (supported by NRSA F31) 

 Ph.D. awarded in 2020 

 

Past and current post-doctoral fellows in lab 
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Dr. Victor Luna, Ph.D. 2006-2008  

Dr. David Sheridan, Ph.D. (supported by NRSA F32) 2008-2012  

Dr. Frederic Pouille, Ph.D. 2012-pr  

Dr. Jennifer Bourne, Ph.D. 2012-2021 

Dr. Praveen Kuruppath, Ph.D. 2018-pr 

Dr. Lin Xin, Ph.D. 2022-2023 

 

Rotation students (name, program, year) 

David Gire, NSP, 2004 

Sruthi Pandipati, MSTP, 2007 

Rinaldo D’Souza, Physiology and Biophysics, 2007 

Mandolyn Vendela, NSP, 2008 

Jennifer Whitesell, NSP, 2008 

Joseph Zak, Physiology and Biophysics, 2009 

Pirooz Parsa, Physiology and Biophysics, 2010 

Britni Sanchez, Biomedical Sciences Graduate Program, 2012  

Jeffrey Forte, NSP, 2012 

Jacki Essig, NSP, 2014 

Noah Goodson, NSP, 2015 

Shelly Jones, NSP, 2016 

 

Ph.D. thesis advisory committees (name, program, role on committee) 

Silvio Rizzoli, Physiology and Biophysics, member 

Neal Beeman, Physiology and Biophysics, member 

Brian Gulbransen, NSP, member 

David Gire, NSP, member  

Anthony Oliva, MSTP and NSP, member   

Kartik Sivaraaman, Physiology and Biophysics, chair 

Audrey Brumback, MSTP and NSP, member  

Chris Dulla, NSP, member 

Michael Gaffield, Physiology and Biophysics, member 

Wilder Doucette, MSTP and NSP, chair 

Clint Perry, Physiology and Biophysics, member 

Sruthi Pandipati, MSTP and NSP, member 

Tom Mctavish, Computational Bioscience, member 

Arun Pores-Fernando, Physiology and Biophysics, member 

Elizabeth Stubblefield, Pharmacology, member  

Kurt Davies, Pharmacology, member  

Jonah Scott-McKean, NSP, member 

Arisa Oshimoto, NSP, chair 

Jennifer Whitesell, NSP, member 

Heath Jones, NSP, member 

Rinaldo D’Souza, Physiology and Biophysics, chair  

Jennifer Thornton, NSP, chair 
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Otto Albrecht, Physiology and Biophysics, chair 

Tara Martin, MSTP and NSP, member 

Pirooz Parsa, Physiology and Biophysics, chair 

Christy Beitzel, NSP, member 

Ted Doykos, NSP, chair 

Ethan Guthman, NSP, chair 

Shelly Jones, NSP, member 

Justin Losacco, NSP, chair 

Matthew Becker, MSTP and NSP, chair 

Britni Sanchez, NSP, member 

Andrew Mecca, NSP, member 

Nicholas George, NSP, chair 

Jungmin Kim, NSP, member 

Keenan Kuschner, NSP, chair 

Rebecca Roth, NSP, chair 

Karlin Rufenacht, Integrated Physiology, member 

Dean Kareemo, Pharmacology, member 

 

Invited extramural lectures and presentations (since becoming faculty member at UCSOM) 
 

July 2003  Gordon Conference on Chemical Senses  

October 2003  University of Göttingen, Germany  

October 2003  Max Planck Institute for Medical Research, Heidelberg, Germany 

April 2004  Association for Chemoreception Sciences Conference, Sarasota, FL  

January 2005  Conference on Chemosensory Modulation, Jackson, WY  

February 2006  Ultimate Colorado Mid-Winter Meeting, Vail, CO 

April 2006  Association for Chemoreception Sciences Conference, Sarasota, FL  

January 2007  Florida State University, Department of Biology 

January 2007  Florida State University Howard Baker Research Seminar 

October 2007  National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, NIH, Bethesda 

December 2007 Colorado State University, Molecular, Cellular, and Integrative 
Neurosciences Program 

February 2008  University of Wyoming, Neuroscience Program 

April 2009  Boston University, Symposium on Active Sensing and Brain Rhythms 

January 2010 Janelia Farms, Cellular and Synaptic Physiology Seminar Series, 
Ashburn, VA 

April 2010  West Virginia University, Center for Neuroscience Seminar Series 

December 2010 University of Pittsburgh, Speaker at Annual Retreat of the Neuroscience 
Graduate Program 

March 2011  Annual Meeting of the Physiological Society of Japan, Yokohama 

April 2011  Association for Chemoreception Sciences Conf, St. Petersburg, FL 

December 2011 Tufts University, Center for Neuroscience 

December 2014  Florida State University, Neuroscience Program, Student-invited 
speaker. 

November 2015  University of Santiago, Chile, Neuroscience Department 
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November 2015  University of Valparaiso, Chile, Center Interdisciplinary for 
Neuroscience of Valparaiso 

 April 2016  Regis University, Neuroscience Department 

 September 2016 University of Colorado, Boulder, Neuroscience Graduate Program 

April 2022 Florida State University, Neuroscience Program, Student-invited speaker  

 

Grant support 

Current Research Support 

1. NIH R01 DC006640 (Schoppa, N. E., PI); Mechanisms of olfactory signal processing; 04/01/05–
03/31/26. 
 

Completed 

 
1. NIH R01 DC000566 (Schoppa, N. E. PI; Multi-PI grant with Dr. Diego Restrepo, UCAMC);  
 Complex Odor Recognition in the Main Olfactory Bulb; 10/01/07–08/31/17 

2. Collaborative Pilot Grant (Schoppa, N. E., PI; Multi-PI with Dr. Molly Huntsman, UCAMC); 
Olfactory Dysfunction in a Fragile X Mouse Model; 02/01/18–1/30/19. 
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